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 FROM THE CHAIRMAN

 
Chair Letter:
 
As we near the end of Fiscal Year 2018-2019 on
June 30th it is worth remembering what an extraordinary year
it was. The Spring Fling was well attended and every
comment I've heard is positive and that we should do it again.
Our thanks to Sallie van Tassel for opening her house to us.
The Arbor Day celebration was held the next day and our
Tree Supervisor, Paula Goldberg, gave a presentation on the
importance of trees. That was breathlessly followed by the
Candidate Forum which was well attended as was the Party
on the Sidewalk, voting for Council members and the Village
Annual meeting.  
 
The Village hosted a Volunteer Brunch at La Ferme to honor and thank those who
make all the community-wide activities happen, without the volunteers there would
be far fewer opportunities for Village residents to meet and get to know each other.
Much thanks also goes to the Community Engagement Committee, which is greatly
responsible for the events we've just had, and is already planning for the next fiscal
year. Great thanks also to the Election Committee, which ran a faultless election.
 
On a different front the Council interviewed candidates to replace the Village
Manager, who we are sad to see leave. Matt, whom many of you know, has been a
leader in making the Village a better place. We are also grateful for all
Tina Lurie's efforts and are glad she will continue with the Village and be there to
help the new manager, James Gaston, when he begins June 10th. Please stop by



the office this week and say good-bye to Matt and after June 10th, to welcome
James.
 
At the end of each fiscal year, the terms of committee members expire and the
Council selects new committee members and chairs. This is your opportunity to
volunteer and help make the Village a better place to live! If you have an interest in
serving, either on a particular committee, or in general, please contact one of the
Council members and make your wishes known. Help us keep this community
vibrant and fun: VOLUNTEER!
 
Have a great summer.
 
   - Richard Krajeck, Council Chair
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 

 

  

June 20                      Council meeting, 7:30pm
 
June 30                      Independence Day celebration at Chevy Chase Park
                                  (at the Turner Lane cul de sac), 3:00pm - 6:00pm
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SPOTLIGHT
In honor of Village Residents Dick and Linda Kirschten:
 
 
It all started with a series on ABC News called "The Power of Two" that ran in June
and July of 2008. This series focused on the simple things that people can do to
improve their own lives, those of their families, their community and the world at large.
One show talked about supporting local food banks during the "off season" (summer,
non-holiday) when donations dwindle.   Inspired by the series, Martin's Additions
residents, Linda and Dick Kirschten, decided to purchase an extra two or three cans
of food with each grocery trip they made. When their donations filled a box, they
would donate the items to a local pantry. In a very short while, they decided that, while



their efforts were worthwhile, a community-wide effort would make a much bigger
impact on the empty shelves at Manna Food Bank - which serves needy families in
Montgomery County - and so they launched the Village of Martins Additions Manna
Food Drive.
 
Since 2008, Linda and Dick have been tirelessly working to manage the food drive.
There are the daily trips to the Village office, to pick up donations from the box
installed there. There are the focused drives: MLK Day, Montgomery County Week of
Service, and the year-end holiday drive. Dick, Linda and many other Village residents
have hosted a collection table outside Brookville Supermarket on these occasions.
Some days - particularly MLK Day - volunteers sat outside in freezing temps to catch
the eye of passersby to tell them about Manna and ask for donations. Village
residents have been generous over the years - one trip to Manna after the 2011 MLK
drive netted over 500 pounds of shelf-stable food! Finally, there are the trips to
Manna's distribution center in Rockville to deliver the heavy loads of groceries.
 
Linda and Dick have been featured in the Chevy Chase Patch, our own Village
Newsletter, the Section Five Newsletter and Bethesda Magazine. Their devotion to
this effort has not lagged, even when Dick was diagnosed with cancer and going
through treatment and then, Linda received her own cancer diagnosis and treatment.
To help out during their illnesses, neighbors have pitched in to help with collection and
delivery over the past couple of years, but Linda and Dick still spearhead the effort,
organize and help with the drives and continue to pick up from the Village office on a
regular basis.
 
Because of their work, The Village of Martins Additions has contributed over 50,000
pounds of food to Manna since 2008! In the process, Linda and Dick have become
like family to some of the staff at Manna. Since dealing with their health issues, the
Kirschtens have not been able to get out to Manna personally very much of late.
Long-time staff members continue to ask about them and their health. Manna
volunteers are always amazed at how large our donations are and ask who they are
from. Recently, one volunteer commented, "you brought the really good stuff!"
 
Thank you, Linda and Dick, for your leadership all these years in organizing this easy
yet impactful way for neighbors to give back. You have really demonstrated the
"power of two" - how the actions of just two dedicated people can make a big
difference in the community and inspire the rest of us to do the same!
 
To honor Linda and Dick, consider donating shelf-stable food items to our Manna
Food Drive - drop off locations are on the front porch of the Kirschten home (3406
Turner Ln), on the front porch of the Brown home (3404 Taylor St) or in the box in the
stairwell of the Village office. When dropping off at one of the homes, please email
Linda at: lindaanddick@comcast.net or Debbie Brown at debralbrown@aol.com to
confirm that they are in town, to avoid having items sit outside for an extended period.
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NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE OFFICE
 

Goodbye from Matt Trollinger:
 
Dear Residents,



 
This past week was my last in Martin's Additions, and I wanted to take this one last
opportunity to thank you all. About 40 months ago I began here, in what can only be
described as a dream job. I arrived the proverbial bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
newcomer, having only received my Master's in Public Administration from American
University in May of 2015, some 10 months prior. I was interested in Public
Administration, particularly Local Government, because I believed (and still do!) that it
is at the local level that a sound and efficient government can have the greatest
impact on people's day-to-day lives: things that we can take for granted, such as the
garbage being picked up, the sidewalks being straight, potholes filled, or the streets
well lit.
 
I am proud that over the last 3+ years, I have had the opportunity to work on and see
to fruition a number of those projects, and more. We've put on parties, installed new
streetlights, repaved the streets, held variance hearings, sorted out contracts, and re-
designed the website, among other things. There have been some snags, some
delays, some challenges along the way - and there is always more work to be done
and things to improve - but ultimately a lot has been achieved. I also made it a priority
to approach public service from the same perspective as customer service. When I
gave my report at my first Annual Meeting, I said that I wanted to forge a positive
relationship in the community - a relationship based on respect, transparency, and
continual improvement. I hope that has been your experience with me in the Village
office.
 
There are too many people to thank individually, because in truth I have had more
positive experiences meeting and interacting with VMA residents than could possibly
fit in a newsletter. However, I would be remiss to not thank Tina Lurie, the Village's
Assistant Manager, who has been invaluable to the the Village's operations, and who
has been a kind and caring person to work with. I would also like to the thank the
Village Council, who not only gave me this opportunity, but have worked with me,
pushed me, and encouraged me over the past few years.
 
I leave Martin's Additions not simply with fondness, but with the utmost gratitude and
admiration. The spirit of civic engagement is strong, and there is a general feeling of
community and neighborliness that does not exist in many places. I am not going far
away, but I will miss being in Martin's Additions day-to-day. I hope you will stay in
touch; that I can stop by from time to time as a friend and neighbor; and that our paths
will cross again in the future.
 



All the best,
 
Matthew Trollinger
 
 
Welcome to James Gaston III
 
Dear Residents:
 
I am happy to announce that, after an extensive search that included reviewing
approximately 20 applications, phone interviewing 8 candidates, and in-person
interviewing 3 of those candidates, the Council has hired a new Village manager.
 
James Gaston III will start full-time Monday, June 10th, and quickly put his extensive
background in local government administration and management to use for the
Village. After having served in various capacities for the City of New Carrollton, MD,
the City of Glenn Heights, TX, and most recently, the City of Petersburg, VA, we are
glad to bring James a little closer to home (i.e., Washington, DC). We look forward to
him putting his education (he has a master's degree in public administration),
experience, and passion into service for our community as we continue to strive for
excellence in municipal management. We are delighted to have someone with his
level of experience and energy coming on-board.
 
We also want to take this opportunity to thank Tina Lurie, our Assistant Manager, for
her steadfast dedication to continued excellence in the management of our Village.
She has been with us almost two years and has been a great addition to our
management team, driving to conclusion projects that have been going on for years
and finding efficiencies along the way. We know that James will lean heavily on her
during this transition period and we could not appreciate her continued service more.
 
And, lastly, one last farewell for Matt Trollinger. He has been a tremendous asset to
the Village and we wish him all the best as he heads to the Town of Somerset. If you
have not dropped by the office to say your goodbyes, please do so this week as
Friday is his last day.
 
I truly hope you will join me and the rest of the Council in congratulating and
welcoming James, extending continued appreciation to Tina, and bidding one final
adieu to Matt. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Krajeck
 
 
Pet Waste and Disposal:
 
We would like to remind everyone that cleaning up after your pet is not only a
courtesy, it's the law. Pet owners who do not properly dispose of their pet's waste may



be subject to fines for each offense. Please be respectful of common areas, the right
of way, public parks and especially your neighbor's yard. If your pet needs to heed
nature's call, please pick it up. And, please remind your dog walkers or others who
take care of your pet to do the same. When picking up your pet's waste, please wrap
it in a plastic bag to keep the waste contained and throw it in your own trash can or in
a public trash receptacle. Biodegradable bags made specifically for pet waste are best
and the Village provides dog waste bag dispensers throughout the neighborhood. It is
not nice to throw it in your neighbor's trash can or someone else's personal trash
container just because it happens to be out while you are walking by.
 
Please refer to the links below from Montgomery County regarding pet waste and
possible fines for not picking up after your pet. 
 
Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection: Pet Waste

  
Montgomery County Animal Control and Anti-Cruelty Laws 

  
 
Farmer's Market Returns to Taylor Street:
 
Good news!
 
New Morning Farm will be back on Saturday, June 1 from 8 am - 12:30 pm!  Please
mark your calendars and be ready to come out and give them a warm welcome back
to Chevy Chase. Taylor Street at Brookville Rd (across from the commercial strip).
 
This season, Andy Harney (Section 3) will also be coordinating buskers and a flea
market table. If you're interested in hosting a flea market table or being a busker at
the farmer's market, please contact Andy Harney, Section 3 Village Manager, to
reserve a day (301 656-9117).
 
Here is a link to New Morning Farm if you'd like more information:
 
New Morning Farm
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AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING
 Village of Martin's Additions 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/education/pet-waste.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/animalservices/asd/laws.html
https://www.newmorningfarm.net/


7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor) 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263 
 
Draft Agenda for Council Meeting 
June 20 2019
 
The Village Council may entertain a motion during the open meeting to close a portion
of the meeting, in accordance with Section 3-305(b) of the Open Meetings Act
(Maryland Code, General Provisions Article) 
 
 
7:30 PM           Call to Order: Krajeck 
 
7:31 PM           Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments: Krajeck
 
7:40 PM           Committee Updates
  
7:50 PM           Action on Annual Meeting Minutes of May 9: Krajeck      
                 
7:55 PM           Building Administrator's Report: Lohmeyer   
 
8:00 PM           Discussion on composting: Fattig
 
8:10 PM           Financial Matters: Alexander
 
8:15 PM           Manager's Report: 
                          
8:25 PM           Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments: Krajeck  
                                      
8:35 PM           Adjournment: Krajeck        
  
    

BUILDING BLOCKS

Building Administrator Report:
 
TO:                                The Council at the Village of Martin's Additions
                       
FROM:                           Doug Lohmeyer 
                                        
DATE OF MEMO:          May 29, 2019          
      
SUBJECT:                     Building Administrator's Report       
 
3520 Bradley La.
 



The applicant has submitted a building permit to the County and the Village. The
neighborhood information meeting has been held and the County and Village
building permits have been issued. The applicant has indicated they will be applying
for a variance for the handicapped ramp along the left side of the house, which
would encroach into the minimum side yard setback.
 
7204 Chestnut St.
 
The applicant has submitted at building permit package to the County and the
Village.The application is undergoing the initial Village review. The Village is waiting
for more information from the applicant's engineer. The applicant has applied for a

variance, which was held on Thursday, Dec. 20, 2018. A second variance hearing
was held on Jan. 30. 2019. The applicant has re-submitted their plans to MCDPS,
which incorporated the revision for the Village waiver. The Village issued the
building permit on April 2nd.
 
7210 Chestnut St.
 
The Village has received an application for a new house to be built on the vacant

lot.The information meeting with the residents was held on Monday Sept. 17th. The
County issued their building permit on Oct. 1, 2018 and the Village issued their

building permit on Oct. 11, 2018. Work begun at the site on Oct. 11th.
 
3421 Cummings La.
 
The applicant has submitted a building permit to the County and the Village. The
staff has completed the initial review. The variance hearing was held on Feb. 6,
2019. The applicant has re-submitted to the MCDPS. The County issued their

building permit on April 2nd and the Village issued their building permit on April 8th.
 
7208 Delfield St.
 
A dumpster permit has been issued for interior kitchen improvements in the ex.
house. A performance bond has been posted to cover any damage to the Village
right of way. The applicant recently amended the MCDPS permit for additional
interior improvements. A Village building permit has been issued for the enclosing
of the existing screened porch.
 



7213 Delfield St.
 
The property owners have submitted a permit to replace with ex. driveway. The
existing concrete driveway apron will remain. The Village permit is being processed.
107 Quincy St.
 
The applicant has filed an application to construct a screened porch at the rear of
the house. The Village building permit was issued on Feb. 19th.
 
3508 Shepherd St.
 
The applicants have submitted at building permit package to the County and the

Village. The neighborhood information meeting was held on Nov. 7th and the Village
permit has been issued. The applicant is preparing the documents abandoning the
existing shared driveway and creating an easement for the neighbor. The
documents need to be reviewed by the Village attorney before they are recorded.
 
7209 Summit Ave.
 
The applicant has submitted a plan to add an addition at the rear of the ex. house.
The County and Village permits have been issued.
 
3412 Taylor St.
 
An application for a County and Village building permit has been submitted. A

resident's information meeting was held on Tuesday, June 19th. A Village right of
way permit will required for this connect, since the proposed 6" pipe will pass
through the Village right of way. The Village building permit has been issued. The
house construction has begun. The applicant has submitted an application for a
variance from the Village's maximum building height requirement. They propose to
raise the elevation of the house because of a high ground water condition.
 
3405 Thornapple St.
 
The house construction is completed. However, several sections of ex. curb in front
of the house have chips and cracks and I recommend they be replaced. MCDPS
has release their building permit and the staff recommends releasing the Village's
building permit.



 
MCDPS will not release the sediment control permit until the applicant removes the
excess dirt that was placed on the lot at 3407. The additional grading was not
approved by MCDPS. The owner has removed the stockpiled material at the rear of
the lot but has not re-graded to the lot to comply with the County approved
sediment control plans. I recommend the Village retain the performance bond until
the grading has been completed, the MCDPS has released their sediment control
permit, the old driveway apron has been removed, and the damaged section of curb
are replaced.
 
3407 Thornapple St.
 
The applicant has submitted a building permit application to the County and the
Village. The plans need to be revised to comply with the Village's "secondary
setback" requirement. The plans have received the initial Village review and a
neighborhood information meeting was held on Monday, Jan.14, 2019. The County

issued the sediment control permit on Feb. 22nd and their building permit on April 9,

2019. The pre-construction meeting will be held at the site on May 30th. After the
meeting, the Village building permit will be issued.
 
Miscellaneous Items
 
The staff is presently working with the following properties:
MSHA Brookville Rd. and Quincy intersection ponding rainwater
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HEARD ON THE SIDEWALK
 Manna Update:   

 
Remember Our Motto:
"Hunger Knows No Season"
 
The Village's food drive fared fairly well in May, thanks to the election-night event,
"Celebration on the Sidewalk" on the 9th. Our volunteers collected 220 pounds of
shelf-stable items that were then delivered to Manna Food Center - which serves
the entirety of Montgomery County - in two trips later in the month. In addition,
residents gave $226 in cash contributions that will be spent on more food in the
coming week and should get the month of June off to a good start as well.
 
But as we like to remind you, our motto when the food drive launched in July 2008
is, "Hunger Knows No Season." Though donations tend to spike around the



holidays and wane during summer, when school is out and vacations are in full
swing, many families throughout the County face "food insecurity" throughout the
year - so let's do our part to keep Manna's shelves fully stocked. Next time you're
out shopping, please remember to pick up a few extra cans or boxes of
nonperishables and drop them at one of three places: the box by the stairs to the
Village Office (it's checked daily) or the front porch of the Kirschtens at 3406
Turner Lane or the Browns (3404 Taylor Street). Thanks in advance to our many
long-time loyal donors and welcome to any neighborhood newcomers who would
like to join in this very worthwhile project. Manna staff and its clients are most
grateful for your generosity!
 
 
 
Montgomery Municipal Cable Inside Scoop:
 
Learn more about your local TV station on our website.
 
     
 
From Chevy Chase At Home:
 
JUNE CC@H HIGHLIGHT: ANTIQUES ROADSHOW INSIDE LOOK
                            
You won't want to miss this fascinating presentation when Reid Dunavant, Senior
Vice President of Doyle Auctioneers DC/Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, will share a
behind-the-scenes view of Antiques Roadshow, where he served as an appraiser
from 2004 to 2016. He will also offer his reflections on the current antiques market.
Tuesday, June 11, 2 to 4 p.m., at the Chevy Chase Village Hall.
 
And don't forget to drop by Brunch Bunch at the Olympia Cafe, Brookville Road,
on Thursday, June 13, 10 to 11:30 a.m. There's always interesting conversation at
the Chevy Chase table - just buy a coffee or even a full breakfast and join the
group. All are welcome!
 
              
 
Chevy Chase Library:
 
Please refer to the link below for information on the library:
 
Chevy Chase Library

  
 
 
Weather Outlook:
 
May was warmer and wetter than normal with rainfall about 1 inch above normal.
However, this doesn't signal a wet summer ahead similar to last summer. We
should be much drier and warmer this summer with periods of drought. 100
degree days can occur in June. The earliest was June 5, 1925. There have also
been summers with 100 degree days in June and none in July and August.
Tropical storm Agnes dumped one foot of rain in June 10 1972, but the rest of that

https://www.mmctv.org/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/branches/chevychase.html


summer was exceptionally dry. The high temperature the first week of June is in
the lower 80's, climbing to the upper 80's in the last week. Average rain for June is
3 1/2 inches. Summer astronomically officially begins this year on June 21, which
is the summer solstice. This is when the sun is at it's highest point in the sky and
it's rays are the most direct. Keep the sunscreen handy and have a safe summer. 
 
 
 Keith Allen, long time resident of Martin's Additions, provides weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the U.S. Residents are encouraged to call 202-589-1212
for up-to-the-minute updates.  
 
              

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!
  

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":
 A Wider Circle

 Chevy Chase at Home 
 Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter 

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 
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CONTACT INFO

 
 

COUNCIL
 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Name
 

Phone
 

Email
 

Richard
Krajeck, Chair

 

301-654-3663
 

rkrajeck@hotmail.com
 

Tiffany Cissna,
Vice Chair

 

301-656-4112
 

 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Arthur
Alexander,
Treasurer

 

301-718-9787
 

arthur.alexander@att.net
 

Susan Fattig,
Secretary

 

301-951-9578
 

susan.fattig@gmail.com
 

Katya Hill,
Member-at-
Large

 

301-718-1920
 

ka2shaz@gmail.com
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html
http://awidercircle.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=559717
http://www.folmc.org/chevy-chase-chapter/
http://liveandlearnbethesda.org/
http://mannafood.org/
mailto:rkrajeck@hotmail.com
mailto:vmacouncil@googlegroups.com
mailto:arthur.alexander@att.net
mailto:susan.fattig@gmail.com
mailto:k2shaz@gmail.com


 
OFFICE STAFF

 
Name

 
Phone

 
Email

 
James Gaston III,
Village Manager

301-656-4112 manager@martinsadditions.org

Tina Lurie, Assistant
Village Manager 

 

301-656-4112 avm@martinsadditions.org

 

Notes:
 
To receive Constant Contact notifications from the Village Council, the
committees, and the office (i.e., any official communication from your Village
government), please contact the Village office. This is the best way to receive
information on waste pickup, snow removal, and Council and committee
meetings.

 
 
To receive a paper copy of Martin's Edition in the mail, please contact the Village
office.

 
 
Please note - The Village office does not administer the neighborhood listserv.
To recieve listserv emails, please contact Bill Lebovich at
architecturalphoto@mac.com
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Village of Martin's Additions  
 301-656-4112 (office)

301-656-0030 (fax)
 

  www.martinsadditions.org
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